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described as all-knowing (cp. ii, 14, 14; iii, 254, 18) "sarvajna
Yavana.11 But even if the passage mentioning the 'all-knowing
Greeks1 refers to the real Greeks, bearing the name Yavanas
(Yavanas or Yonas xii, 207, 42-3, u.    lonians, Jacobi loc. cit.),
it is a desperate  resort to  imagination   that in all  these
cases  the word refers to other peoples,  as the synthetists
assume, such as the Greeks, Bactrians, Persians, Huns and
other foreigners mentioned throughout the poem.   We should
also notice here that the Kshudrakas   and Malavas were
united into one nation for the first time by the invasion of
Alexander (Lassen, Ind. Alt ii. pp. 169-71), and that they
appear thus united under the combined name Kshudraka-*
Malavas in the Epic ii, 52, 15 (Weber, Ind. Stud, xiii, p. 375),
The Romakas (not to be identified with the Romans, but a hill-
tribe having an abundant growth of hair) are mentioned but
once in a formal list of all possible peoples (ii, 51, 17} viz,
Cannibals, Chinese, Greeks, Scythians, Persians and other bar-
barians and stand thus in marked contrast to the Greeks and
Persians. The Palhavas, who are mentioned very often, though
in the account of Krishna killing a Yavana, the name was
Kaserumat (iii, 12, 32) ; it has been suggested by Weber that
the name may be of Latin origin.    It is clear from this that
while the Greeks were familiar, the Romans were as yet un-
known.   Further the distinct prophecy, that "the Scythians,
Bactrians and Greeks will rule unrighteously in the evil age to
come" (Kaliyuga) which occurs in iii, 188, 35, is too cleajr a
statement to be ignored or explained away.   When this was
written, the peoples mentioned were already rulers of some
portions of Hindusthan.    If this were the only place, where
the names occurred, then the Mirkandeya episode might be Re-
garded as a part of interpolation en masse. But the peoples here
described as foreign oppressors are all mentioned repeatedly
as barbarians and warriors, associated generally with other
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